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Placement Staff Sees Light at End of Tunnel 
By Doug Sachs 
Editor-in,Chief 
Despite an expected 15-to-20 percent 
drop in the number of on-campus inter-
views this year, placement officials pre-
dict most current 2Ls will secure summer 
employment. 
When asked if second-year students 
with grade point averages below 3.0 (this 
year's 2L median stands at 3.04) can rea-
sonably expect jobs this summer, Place-
ment Director Jean French and Assistant 
Director Linda Mallach both nodded an 
emphatic "Yes!" 
employment-hunting techniques such as 
networking, French said. 
"Remember, law is a business," Mallach 
said. ''It's going to change and be affected by 
the rest of the business economy." 
"It's going to be a more competitive 
job market this year," French said. "Stu-
dents "._Vill have to be willing to be more 
flexible in both geography and types of 
employers. They need to be more pre-
With the economic downturn leading 
to significant cuts in many legal hiring 
programs, students will have to broaden Placement Director Jean French (left) and Assistant Director Linda Mallach 
their job searches and rely on tra_ditional help 2L Trish Sheehan prepare a killer resume. 
Carston Becker Remembered 
On June 22, 1991, first-year Boston 
College Law School student Carsten 
Becker died in his home state of Okla-
homa as the result of a heart attack. 
Becker was 23. 
One of Becker 's roommates from 
last year, Steve Lee, remembered his 
friend as popular, responsible and re-
laxed. So relaxed, in fact, Becker even 
felt turned off by what he saw as the 
competitive nature of his fellow BC Law 
students, Lee said. 
To rebel against the prevailing atti-
tudes toward homework, Becker rarely 
studied in the school library, and spent 
much of his free time in front of the 
television in the home they rented in 
Newton. 
· "When I think of Carsten up in 
heaven, I see him lying on a big sofa 
with a remote control in his hand, watch-
ing 24 hours a day of 'L.A. Law,' 'The 
Simpsons' and 'Star Trek," Lee said. 
Far from a couch potato, Becker 
graduated from the University of Tulsa 
with a history degree and perfect 4.0 
First-year student Carston Becker... . .. with PAD buds. 
grade point average. 
He also took the responsibilities of 
running the household he. shared with 
Lee and fellow first-year student Chris 
Schueller. Those tasks including pay-
ing bills and cleaning. 
"He was basically the keeper of the 
castle around here," Lee said. 
A member of last year's Section 3, 
Becker most enjoyed Property with Prof. 
Frank Upham. 
Lee described his friend as a "Sharp 
guy, well-liked in class. He spoke up 
quite a bit and he was known for his 
booming voice and unusual hand ges-
tures." 
A member of the Sigma Nu frater-
nity in Tulsa, Becker joined Phi Alpha 
Delta on the BC Law campus. He spoke 
highly of Tulsa, and planned to move 
back home after graduation, Lee said. 
Becker also planned to get married this 
summer. 
Becker's parents have established a 
memorial fund in his honor at the Uni-
versity of Tulsa. The fund will help 
build the Sigma Nu library. Students 
may send donations to the Carsten 
Becker Memorial Fund, F &M Bank and 
Trust, c/o Greg Buchanan, 1330 S. 
Harvard Ave., Tulsa, OK 74112. 
-By Doug Sachs 
pared and more informed. The interviev 
process will be very competitive." 
Even with fewer on-campus inter 
views, the placement staff still expecr 
approximately 50 percent of the second 
year class will secure summer emplo) 
ment during the fall recruiting season. 
Students who receive no job offers thi 
fall can expect many smaller firms tc-
interview on campus this spring, Mallac1 
said. 
To improve the job search process fo 
all students, the Career Planning and Place 
ment Center this fall introduced severa 
innovations designed to streamline and, i· 
many areas, broaden the procedure. 
On Sept. 19 and 20, BC Law wil 
cancel all second- and third-year classe· 
to allow approximately 100 firms, agen-
cies and corporation to conduct.on-cam 
pus interviews. This figure represents mor, 
than one-quarter of the 360 on-camput 
interviews the office anticipates this year. 
In addition to space in the placemen' 
offices, employers will meet with stu-
dents in faculty offices and classrooms. 
Mallach said. 
"We're using every nook and cranny 
in the school," she said. 
French said the two-day blitz will helr 
BCLS students overcome the disadvan• 
tage created by many large firms' "rollin& 
admission" hiring methods. 
"By October, many of the firms com-
ing here to interview didn't have many 
jobs left," French said. 
The move follows similar placement 
procedures at regional law schools, she 
added. 
Early completion of the fall on-cam-
pus season also will help students get back 
into their school work sooner, Mallach 
said. 
However, the streamlined interview-
ing process can do little to compensate for 
the fact that five years ago, major firms 
routinely hired 50 to 60 summer and full-
time associates. Now that the go-go '80s 
have gone-gone, firms have cut these pro-
grams drastically. Mos~large private Bos- . 
ton employers interviewing on campus 
this fall have reported strict summer hir-
ing limits of 11 to 21 clerks. 
Although French and Mallach declined 
to characterize the current hiring levels as 
See PLACEMENT, p. 6 
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COMMENT . . 
From the Editor's Desk 
Beginnings 
By Doug Sachs 
Editor-in-chief 
Welcome back, law fans. 
While you were out, a military junta · 
attempted to oust Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 
A significantly friendlier transition 
of power took place here in the under-
ground offices of The Alledger. 
Alledger Premier Mikhail 
Kleinachev passed the torch to the Gang 
of Four, a group of 2Ls who pattern 
themselves more closely after the writ-
ers at MAD Magazine than a bunch of 
aging Communists. 
Larry Friedman, a Long Island na-
tive, will sit on the Board of 
Chairmeisters as Senior Editor. A one-
time staffer at NYC's Village Voice, 
Larry will contribute reviews, insights 
and articles. He and roomie Vince Eng, 
both members of the Asian Pacific Law 
Students Association, will operate a 
photographic sideshow on campus. A 
new feature to The Alledger, 
"LawSpeak" will include pix and quotes 
fromyourfavoritemembersoftheBCLS 
community answering a burning ques-
tion such as, "Who's your favorite 
Monkee, and why?" Get ready to say 
"Cheese!" 
Vince also will serve as Associate 
Editor, a guaranteed resume pleaser. 
Don't miss the Vincester tooling around 
town on his blue and white Panasonic 
Road Racer. 
Filling out the New Order is Richard 
Peck. Richard, a member of the Na-
tional Lawyers Guild, hopes to stir up 
some hot controversies here at BC 
through his Minister of Propaganda and 
Executive Editor seats. After spending 
most of his first law school summer 
traveling the U.S. and Scotland, Rich-
ard will co-chair TheAlledger editorial . 
board and contribute commentary, po-
etry and news coverage. 
My position in this scheme is part 
coach, part janitor, part erra~d boy, part 
secretary, part ads sales rep, part re-
porter, part photographer, part publisher 
and all-around lightening rod. It's my 
name under that catch-all title ofEditor-
in-Chief, and I take complete responsi-
bility for all that appears on these pages. 
Many students fail to realize that 
The Al/edger is completely indepen-
dent from the school's administration. 
TheAlledger receives its entire funding 
from advertisers and the friendly Law 
Students Association, one of the school's 
finest and most venerable institutions. 
Each week, TheAlledger, along with 
LSAPresident Glenn Deegan meet with 
Deans Lisa Diluna and Daniel 
Coquillette to hash out issues of con-
cern. Together, we strive to guide this 
messenger on the sometimes rocky path 
to truth and fairness. 
Not enough can be said for the grand 
job Mike Klein did running The 
Al/edger. He handed over. a paper with 
a great reputation, but he also gave us a 
pretty big pair of shoes to fill (I refer, of 
course, to the size 13 Air Jordan High 
Tops Mike received for his contribution 
to Sports Illustrated.) Those fans of 
Mike's biting satire, and those lLs who 
have never heard the tales of Big Mike, 
gather 'round. From his inside position 
at a most bogus Jersey law firm, Mike 
will spin-off his infamous "Wayne's 
Law School" to create "Wayne's Law 
Firm." WAYNE'S LAW FIRM! 
WAYNE'S LAW FIRM! WAYNE'S 
LAW FIRM! Look for the first install-
ment on Page 5. 
This issue also debuts a number of 
Al/edger innovations. Rounding outthis 
page will be "Comment;" letters, es-
says, notes and remarks from students 
and staff on any topic that strikes their 
collective fancies. We at The Al/edger 
1 
.• 
strong y encourage, no, wait, we actu-
ally BEG for submissions to this, and 
all, Al/edger sections. Submit articles 
from one to three double-spaced typed 
pages to The Al/edger box above the 
first-year student mailboxes. Include 
your name and year, and I personally 
guarantee publication. You can even 
put it one your resume. 
Under the banner "Frolic and Ban-
ter," (a famed contracts concept), pages 
four and five will include a full range of 
humor, reviews and-entertainment. Look 
for the debut of "Legal Video," an on-
going critique of VCR movies and TV 
shows dealing with the law. This week, 
See BEGINNINGS, p. 6 
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Dispelling Legal 
· Fictions-the Real 
lL Experience 
By Debbie Peckham 
So you've decided to go to law school. 
If you're like most students, you've prob-
ably spent some time over the summer 
discussing your plans with attorneys, other 
law students and friends. You've prob-
ably heard, or read about the horror stories 
of law school-the countless hours in the 
library, cut-throat competition, professors 
bent on humiliating you, no time for your-
self or your family ... Maybe you've heard 
that those horrors are muted here at BC. 
As a member of last year's lL class allow 
me to share my perspective with you. But, 
don't take my word for it. There are prob-
ably as many viewpoints about the lL 
experience at BC as there are students in 
the class. Ask around. 
So Happy to be a 2L. First things first. 
We'reallgladwe'renotyou-lLs. This is 
not because there aren't plenty of good 
things about being a lL. But, the best part 
of the first year was closing the bluebook 
on the last exam and becoming a 2L. Still, 
you should try to enjoy the fact that for 
you, as opposed to your 2L and 3L peers, 
the job search stress is minimal, and the 
faculty and administration at BC are fo-
cused largely on your well-being. No 
matter how it may seem at times, everyone 
wants each of you to do well and, to the 
extent possible, to enjoy the process. When 
you're sweating through your first objec-
tive memorandum, keep repeating to your-
self: "They mean well. I know they mean 
well ... " 
The Socratic Method. The scourge of 
all first year students. (Harvard likes to tell 
people that famed professor Chris Langdell 
came up with this arduous process-I 
wonder if they read Plato ... ) It's not so 
bad-really. OK, I know of at least one 
person from last year who grew so sweaty-
palmed the first time they were called on 
that their brief turned into an inky kleenex. 
That was a severe though understandable 
response. (And that individual performed 
brilliantly I might add). But really, if you 
watch closely, you'll see that the profes-
sors are nearly as uncomfortable as you 
with the idea that you might not be able to 
say something worthwhile. Most of them 
are concerned that you merely be able to 
show you've learned something for all the 
hours of listening to their pearls of wis-
dom. 
Competition and Grades. On the plus 
side, cut-throat competition is virtually 
non-existent at BC. However, in an edu-
cational environment which grades on the 
curve, it's hard to remain completely un-
concerned about grades and 'measuring 
up'. Over the next few weeks you will 
hear countless times from faculty and ad-
ministration that you should not (I repeat, 
should not) be concerned about grades 
right now. This is wise advice-sort of ... 
The naked truth is that grades are impor-
tant-in the future. Employers do look at 
them. (Ugh, employers-don't remind 
me ... ) BUT, there is really very little you 
can do now to ensure an outstanding G .P.A. 
However, you probably can ensure at least 
a reasonable G .P.A. by focusing not on the 
- grade, but on the law, the process oflearn-
ing it, and becoming facilitative with it. 
All the sweating over the grade is wasted 
emotional energy that could be spent talk-
ing to the dog, watering the fish, listening 
to the cars go by on their way to a nice 
'normal' dinner out... Seriously, as the 
year progresses even the most cavalier 
students become increasingly agonized 
about grades. What to do? Thank your 
lucky stars you're not attending a more 
competitive school, go out to a nice 'nor-
mal' dinner, talk it over with anyone who 
will listen, whatever will ease yo.urmind ... 
But focus on learning, not on the grade. 
Parting Shots. The biggest surprise 
for many of us last year was the healthy 
rumor mill. So convincing was its output 
that there were those in our class who 
began to believe that Justine Bateman 
really would be a member of your class! 
(Mel Gibson teaching LR& W was a little 
too hard to swallow, however.) These 
little amusements probably helped ease 
the tension, (or increase it). For many 
however, the best way to combat the stress 
. was merely to talk it out with a classmate, 
faculty member, administrator( or the dog). 
For some of you the experience will seem 
easy and enjoyable. For most however, 
there' will be at least a few moments of 
terror, or at least agonizing self-doubt. 
Although it may seem as though you are 
the only one ,.~ho feels that way; every 
member of the '.student body and the fac-
ulty has felt the same way at one point or 
another. (Probably the dog has too ... ) 
Sometimes it helps to hear that. Then 
again, sometimes it doesn't. .. Overall, the 
experience of being a lL is not nearly as 
crushing as it seems. All of you will get 
through it successfully-and then you too 
may pass on your perspectives to another 
lL class ... 
Why Are 
We Here? 
By Richard Peck 
America has more lawyers than the 
rest of the world combined. Applications 
to law schools in this country are at an all-
time high. Litigation has reached ludi-
. crous proportions. Lawyers are the butt of 
endless nasty jokes. Lawyers Jiave be-
come the bane of the medical community. 
Doctors are leaving their practices be-
cause pf the outlandish cost of malprac-
tice insurance. Lawyers are the object of 
suspicion and derision. They are seen as 
shifty sophists, greedy parasites, aggres-
sive opport~nists. The L.aw is viewed as 
the refuge of smart people looking for an 
easy way to get rich without having to do 
honest, productive work for a living. 
So here we are at Law School. Why? 
Are we too unimaginative, too risk-averse 
to think of anything else to do with our 
lives? Aren't there already enough law-
yers? Are we that special that we can all 
smugly say, "But there is still a need for 
good lawyers, for me"? 
There is a strange contradiction about 
deciding to enter The Law. It is a point of 
pride and prestige for parents to tell their 
friends that their sons and daughters have 
decided to go to law school. The sons and 
daughters are clearly intelligent and seri-
ous about "making something of them-
selves". They will surely make money and 
support themselves. They will be respon-
sible adults. Yet once one has passed the 
bar and actually become an attorney, 
society's view changes to a certain con-
tempt. 
Is the praise of our parents and their 
friends for three years worth the contempt 
to come for the rest of our careers? Are 
praise and approval a valid reason for 
going to law school? Is fear of contempt a 
valid reason for not going? How many 
First Years ( or upper class students for 
See WHY?, p. 6 
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Student Organizations Welcome lLs 
One thing Boston College Law School 
has plenty of is student organizations. 
First-year students can choose from more 
than 20 clubs and organizations on cam-
pus. Here are some brief descriptions of 
most, if not all, campus groups. All stu-
dents, especially first-years, c~n meet new 
people and help improve the world by 
participating in these activities. Look for 
continuing updates in the Alledger of all 
on-campus events, including student 
groups. 
The Alledger 
Writers, editors, photographers, art-
ists and anyone interested in journalism 
can join theAlledger staff. TheAlledger is 
an independent publication with offices 
on the BCLS campus. Contact 2Ls Doug 
Sachs, Larry Friedman, Richard Peck or 
Vince Eng for more information. 
The American Bar Association/ 
Law School Division 
The ABNLSD sponsors national, re-
gional and local activities and social events. 
Participation in the ABA/LSD allows stu-
dents to explore important issues in the 
law and make professional contacts. For 
more information, contact Katherin Nukk, 
Kevin Coleman, John Affuso, Frank 
McGinn or Marianne Le Blanc. 
The Arts & Media Law Association of 
Boston College 
This new organization will bring to-
gether students interested in the areas of 
Jnedia, entertainment, publishing and per-
,-
,.. ,. 
--- --- ---- --
fanning arts. Members will explore con-
temporary topics in the arts and media law 
fields through symposiums and panels. 
To get in on the ground floor of this 
exciting new club, contact 3Ls Alisia 
Spielberg or Tony Varona. 
The Asian Pacific American Law 
Students Association (AP ALSA) 
AP ALSA strives t<? provide a strong 
professional and social network for Asian-
American students at BCLS. The organi-
zation also promotes Asian consciousness 
at the law school. Activities include a 
Chinese New Year Banquet, Fall BBQ, 
Asian Lawyers Panel and intramural 
sports. For information, contact Phil Yang. 
Black Law Students Association 
(BLSA) 
This year, the National Black Law Stu-
dents Association will · celebrate its 25th 
anniversary. BLSA was formed as a local 
chapter of this organization shortly after its 
creation. NBLSA's primary mission is to 
recruit and retain black students in Ameri-
can law schools. The local ch~pter works 
with its national and regional affiliates to 
address issues affecting law students of 
color. Each year, BLSA hosts a Heritage 
Banquet and co-sponsors other BCLS 
events. 
Children's Rights Project 
discussions concerning children's legal 
rights. It also will provide students with 
current information about children and 
the law through the use of a bulletin board 
in the law school. For more information, 
contact Amy Anderso~, Brian French or 
Don Cannava. 
Christian Law Alliance 
The CLA is a group of students com-
mitted to applying their Christian faith to 
the study and practice of law. The group 
holds weekly Bible studies and discus-
sions on a wide variety of topics. 
Boston College Law School Civil 
Liberties Union 
The Civil Liberties Union at BCLS 
actively promotes awareness of civil lib-
erties issues within the law school° com-
munity by sharing with members of the 
law school the .ongoing struggle in the 
courts, the government, and the local com-
munity to preserve the rights of all citizens 
under the Constitution. 
Conservation Research Group 
The Conservation Research Group was 
founded in 1981 to serve as a legal re-
search resource on environmental issues. 
CRG is more than an academic group. Its 
projects and activities are intended to pro-
vide a forum for discussion and promo-
tion of positive environmental activities 
within the legal community. The CRG is 
assisted by Professor Zygmunt Plater. 
See CLUBS, p. 7 
This organization will educate the law 
school community about issues surround-
ing children and the legal system. The 
group will program lectures, panels and 
HI, BOB-Hurricane Bob left his mark on the BC Law Campus by bringing 
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LawSpeak 
/ \ 
John Updegraph, 2L 
"'National Geographic Magazine and 
'The Discoverer' by Daniel Boorstin." · 
Legal Video 
Chris Horley, 2L 
"'A Random Walk down Wall Street,' 
by Burton Malkiel and 'Sheltering Sky' 
by P. Bowles." 
Lifestyles of the 
Rich and Comatose 
By Larry Friedman 
Senior Editor 
First, a warning to lL's: Do not rent 
and watch Reversal of Fortune instead 
of studying for Civil Procedure. Do; 
however, watch it to see a vastly enter-
taining film, not because it presents the 
law in a wonderfully cinematic way, but 
because it offers subtle pleasures and 
sly characterizations, wit and thought 
and style. In short, it's a good time at the 
· movies and then some. 
The story concerns Harvard law pro-
fessor Alan Dershowitz' handling of 
Claus Von Bulow's appeal after Von 
Bulow was convicted of attempting to 
murder his wife, Sunny. She ended up in 
a coma from which she hasn't recov-
ered. Students may particularly enjoy 
Dershpwitz' ILPR explanation of why 
he is taking the case: so that the fee can 
pay for his pro bonowork, and so that he 
can prevent the alleged miscarriage of 
justice from ever occurring again, espe-
cially with indigent defendants. His 
speech about the adversary system is all 
well and good, but if you're not con-
vinced, neither were the filmmakers, 
and they spend as little time as possible 
dwelling upon Dershowitz' rationale so 
that they can let loose the comedy of the 
appeal preparation. 
And comedy it is: Von Bulow is 
played broadly by Jeremy Irons, who 
won an Academy Award for his perfor-
mance; he and the other wealthy charac-
ters in the film seem to have just arrived 
from BiZ?aro World, and garner little 
audience sympathy. But they 're not sup-
posed to: their lives are vague, dull and 
transparent; they define themselves by 
their wealth. The most interesting activ-
ity the Von Bulow children engage in is 
watching a video of The Crimson Pi-
rate; a Burt Lancaster romp from the 
fifties. (And a pretty good movie, too, as 
pirate movies go.) 
Meanwhile, Dershowitz' law team, 
gathered in typical Mission: Impossible 
style, plays basketball, eats Chinese food 
and has an all-around good time as soon 
as the chase is joined. To them, the case 
is nothing more than a game, and they 
never seem to be lacking for amusement 
at the expense of the rather odd folks 
with whom they deal, Von Bulow lead-
ing the pack. The young actors playing 
the law team are uniformly watchable, 
and boy, do they make the law seem like 
fun. Why can't first year be like that? 
Ron Silver's Dershowitz is a 
stripped-down version of the Harvard 
prof we've come to know and love (he 
must be famous because the Boston 
Phoenix asked him his opinion about 
the recent Academy Awards; he was 
more than willing to put in his five cents 
even though a film based on a book he 
wrote was in the running). "Dersh" never 
comes alive on screen as anything more . 
than a professor revered by his students; 
he seems less concerned about justice 
(despite the screenplay's attempts to 
show otherwise) than about playing ring-
leader to what Sunny herself rather gry ly 
calls the legal "circus." 
Sunny, of course, narrates the film 
comatose from her hospital bed. Played 
by Glenn Close, Sunny is a Greek chorus, 
casting out caustic asides about the law 
along with just enough information so 
that we viewers are quite sure we will 
never know the real story, and are equally 
sure that neither will Dershowitz and his 
cadre of lawyers. Having Sunny narrate 
the film was a stroke of genius by the 
filmmakers, though it has been done be-
fore: William Holden narrated Billy 
Wilder's classic Sunset Boulevard as a 
corpse, to much the same effect. 
Barbet Shroeder's direction is styl-
ish and smooth; his camera lingers just 
long enough so that we do not become 
bored with Von Bulow's eccentricities 
and annoyed with Dershowitz and com-
pany. The cinematography is lush; the 
homes of the rich look like you wouldn't 
want to touch anything for fear it would 
break, and Dershowitz' house looks 
appropriately lived-in. 
Reversal of Fortune is a complex 
comedy about the rich, it's a commen-
tary on the law, it's a story narrated by 
someone who's in a coma, and the end-
ing is just creepy enough to cause us to 
think about what we've seen, and to 
reflect: who, in the end, is stranger, the 
wealthy killer or those who take plea-
sure in defending him? 
LIC ~ 
Jim Kerr, 2L 
"'Cat's Eye' by Margaret Atwood and 
'Vineland' by Thomas Pynchon." 
Nick Danger: 
Lisa Hirai, 2L 
"'The Burden of Proof' by Scott Turrow 
and 'Of Mice and Men."' 
Notes from the Underground 
Late last night I broke into the law 
school admission offices to try and find 
some info on these incoming first years. 
What follows is some of the most sophis-
ticated entry data ever compiled by this 
school. No need to thank me, after all, 
Danger is my name. 
B.C. firstyearlawstudentprofile 1991: 
FEMALE 
Age: 23 
Undergraduate work: Penn or B.C. 
Driving Ambition: To work in the same 
Boston law firm with boyfriend who is 
currently finishing his third year at Cornell. 
After five years, have two children and 
work in the public interest to better under-
stand the plight of the downtrodden and 
also how filthy rich SHE and herpoindexter 
husband have become. 
Favorite Music: U2 and the Indigo 
Girls, but not too loud. 
Sexual Past: Three and a half lovers 
arising from three serious relationships 
and one biking accident. 
Best Friend: Other then her boyfriend, 
her Mom, and the family dog Cush Cush, 
it · would have to be Sissy Tilton, who 
wasn't quite as smart as HER and had to 
settle for Suffolk. Sissy also had to marry 
a man who could only get into law school 
by working two jobs and going to North-
eastern at night and didn't even attend 
Amherst undergrad (the lazy bum). Sissy 
is the kind of friend who is a willing 
participant in the inevitable all-night cry 
when the Zygmeister only gives HER a 
B+ in property. 
Only Time for Sex: In the one hour 
following HER submission of Objective 
Memo One. But even then, only once, and 
then back to work. 
Last Time Drunk: Sorority Rush Func-
tion, Junior Year at Penn. 
Birth Control: Diaphragm, used in 
concert with spermicide, rhythm, and a 
condom that has been recently purchased. 
Form of Rebellion: Watching "L.A. 
Law" on Thursday. 
Heroes:.Daddy, Bobby Kennedy, and 
George Bush. 
B.C. first year law student profile 1991: 
MALE 
Age: 24 
Undergraduate Work: Holy Cross or 
Amherst 
Driving Ambition: Make partner at 
Palmer and Dodge by thirty, do two hours 
of pro bono work annually, drive black car 
with sun roof, date woman with blonde 
hair, discuss legal issues outside of the 
office, wear power ties, ridicule anyone 
less successful; own season tickets at 
Fenway, be taller. 
Favorite Music: Huey Lewis and the 
News, but who has time. 
Sexual Past: Two lovers arising from 
one serious relationship during undergrad 
and a rather confusing weekend with a 
second cousin. 
Best Friend: Doesn't need friends. 
General Sexual Habits: Involuntary 
abstinence 
Last Time Drunk: Brother's wedding, 
1989, downed a bottle of champagne and 
french-kissed Grandmother. 
Birth Control: Hom-rimmed glasses, 
sickly complexion, and legal-related small 
talk. 
Form of Rebellion: Taping "L.A. Law'.' 
and watching it Saturday night. 
Heroes: Ronald Reagan, Dick Cheney, · 
the McLaughlin Group. 
.. 
DOMINO THEORY-An orderly 
line of Belgian blocks awaits instal-
lation along the newly-paved mill 
street parking lot. 
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WAYNE'S LAW FIRM 
Wayne and Garth form Gnarly Firm, Dude! 
By Mike Klein '91 
[Scene: Your living room, strewn with 
recruiting materials, resumes, and cover 
letters. On your TV, you hear an announcer 
talking.] 
Voiceover: You're watching Commu-
nity Access Channel 10, Morristown, New 
Jersey. [You see two teenagers in a law 
· office that looks suspiciously like a base-
ment. Guitar feedback screams out of your 
TV as your unbelieving ears hear:] 
Wayne and Garth [as Wayne strums 
guitar]: WAYNE'S LAW FIRM! 
WAYNE'S LAW FIRM! WAYNE'S 
LAW FIRM!! PARTY TIME! EXCEL-
LENT! 
Garth [seated on couch] Welcome to 
the first meeting of Wayne's Law Firm, 
everyone. Here's your host, 
Waaaaayyynnne Campbell! 
Wayne [ seated on chairnextto couch]: 
OK, excellent! Welcome to Wayne's Law 
Firm! I am your excellent partner, Wayne 
Campbell. With me as always is my co-
counsel, Garth. 
Garth: Party on, Wayne. 
Wayne: Party on, Garth. I'd like to · 
thank everyone for making it to our first 
meeting. I guess we should explain what 
we're doin' here. 
Garth: Yeah-we know what you guys 
are thinkin': Wayne and Garthjustfinished 
their first year at Wayne's Law School last 
year! There's no way they can be lawyers! 
Wayne: Way! We decided that this 
law school stuff was pretty bogus. I mean, 
the Socratic method? Those question-and-
answer sessions between professors and 
students might help to explain the intrica-
cies of the law and the subtle. nuances 
between the opinions of Judge Cardozo 
and Judge Andrews regarding negligence 
in Palsqrafl ... and maybe monkeys will 
fly out of my butt! 
Garth: To prove how useless going to 
class was, here are our Most Unexcellent 
Moments From First Year. 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne 
strums guitar]: UNEXCELLENT MO-
MENTS! UNEXCELLENTMOMENTS! 
UNEXCELLENT MOMENTS! 
Wayne: OK, Exhibit A: My Constitu-
tional Law exam from Professor Berney. 
In response to my explanation of why a 
particular plaintiff would have standing to 
sue the U.S. government, Professor Berney 
wrote in the margin, "Hardly." In other 
words, my answer was correct. .. 
Wayne and Garth [both looking into 
the camera]: NOT! . 
Garth: And look at this memo I got 
back from Legal Research and Writing. It 
says, "Your analysis was adequate and 
you correctly chose the English language 
for your discussion instead of Russian, as · 
in your first draft, but your margins are 
still one-quarter of an inch too small. C 
minus." Like gimme a break; man. 
Wayne: As if ... 
Garth: Yeah, sher. 
Wayne: So we blew out of law school 
faster than babes flock to the Fabulous 
Waynester at prom time! 
Garth: Wayne Mania-he shoots he 
scores! 
Wayne: Excellent! [Shakes his head 
most triumphantly.] 
Garth: So we decided to try to get jobs, 
ignoring whatever ethics they tried to teach 
us in ILPR and pretending to be most 
excellent foreign exchange lawyers from 
the Isle of Malta. 
Garth: Yeah-listen to this. [In a Peter 





Lorre voice:] "You despise me, don't you." 
[In a Humphrey Bogart voice:] "Well, ifl 
gave you any thought, I probably would." 
Wayne: Most uncorrect! Those were 
our "Casablanca" voices. You've got to 
lay off those controlled study aids you've 
been using. Our "Maltese" voices went 
like this [in a Peter Lorre voice]: "Mr. 
Spade, my offer is genuine. I am prepared 
to pay $5000 for the figure's return. Do 
you have it?" [In a Humphrey Bogart 
voice:] "No." [In a Peter Lorre voice:] 
"But if it isn't here, why did you risk 
serious injury to prevent my searching for 
it?" [In a Humphrey Bogart voice:] "Why 
should I sit around here and let people 
come in and stick me up?" 
Garth: The Maltese Falcon! They shoot 
they score! Humphrey Bogart-the king 
of Babelonia! 
Wayne: Despite our great Maltese ac-
cents, we couldn't find jobs. Economists 
have explained the paucity oflegal oppor-
tunities as a repercussion of the downturn 
in domestic economic output, resulting in 
decreased sales and conservative hiring 
practices. 
Garth: Yeah-the job search sue~. 
Wayne: SoGarthandithoughtwhowould 
we rather work for than ourselves? We are 
truly the most excellent dudes to work for. 
Wayne and Garth [together, as Wayne 
strums guitar]: WE'RE IN CHARGE! AL 
HAIG!! WE'RE IN CHARGE!! 
Garth: There was the small matter of 
the bar exam, but that really was no prob-
lem. We took the easiest one we could 
find, one · even former editors of The 
Alledger think they've passed: 
Wayne and Garth [together, looking 
into the camera]: NEW JERSEY! 
Wayne: So now it's time to sit back 
and watch all those clients come walking 
in our door. All kinds of people could use 
our help these days, like the Milwaukee 
Mutilator, Jeffrey Daumer ... 
Garth: We can charge him an arm and 
a leg! 
Wayne: ... and Pee Wee Herman. 
Garth: The secret word of the day is: 
"self representation." 
Wayne and Garth [screaming into the 
camera]: AAAAAAAAAHHHHN!!! 
' Wayne and Garth [ singing, to the tune 
of The Beverly Hillbillies:] 
Come and listen to ·our story 'bout 
some excellent dudes 
Two poor law school students, barely 
in the study mood 
And then one day they formed a firm 
up in a whirl 
And now all the lawyers in their town 
are gonna hurl. Spew that is. Blow chunks. 
Techicolor yawn. 
Well the first thing ya know, Wayne 
and Garth clear. 
Law profs said, "Dudes, move away 
from here!" Now their legal business is 
truly ex-eel-lent. 
Have their clients in a clench just like 
using Polident. 
Stud monkeys, that is. Babe magnets. 
Wayne & Garth: Most awesome tune! 
Wayne: Schwing! They sing they 
score! That's all we have this week for 
Wayne's Law Firm, so until next time ... 
Wayne and Garth [together]: GOOD 
NIGHT,ANDPARTYON!LAWFIRM! 
WAYNE'S LAW FIRM! WAYNE'S 
LAW FIRM!! 
1 Editor's note: One-L's won't under-
stand this joke until December, and maybe 
not even then. 
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"normal," ("We really don't know what 
'normal' is," they said.) they point out the 
underlying strengths in the legal economy. 
"The law is very important in our soci-
ety," French said. "We still have a compli-
cated legal system. The demand for law-
yers is high and the demand, both in this 
country and throughout the world, will 
continue to be high." 
French also pointed out that the mag-
nitude of the recent hiring reductions con-
tribute to a gloomier-than-reality picture 
of the legal market. 
To overcome job-search anxiety in a 
tight market, the placement staff recom-
mends students network and consider le-
gal careers outside of large private firms. 
Students can look forward to the 
office's usual full slate of career panels 
including "Which is the Best Law Firm 
for Me?" today, Sept. 6, "3Ls Talk to 2Ls 
About the Second-Year Summer" on Sept. 
16 and "Other Cities, Other Opportuni-
ties" Sept. 22. (Not Sept 32, as it appears 
on one Career Planning and Placement 
Center bulletin). 
To help students better tap into the 
public interest market, the center has so-
licited the consulting service of Ron Fox. 
Fox, formerly with Harvard !;aw 
School's public interest placement office, 
heads up the Public Interest Law Career 
Planning Center in Cambridge. 
He will appear at several seminars and 
workshops on campus this year, as well as 
conducting personal consultations. 
"We're very excited about working 
with Ron this year," French said. "We 
PAR.KEO CARS-Behold the latest addition to the BC Law parking solution. 
Beginnings, from p. 2 
Larry takes on Alan Dershowitz and Claus 
Von Bulow in the video release of "Rever-
sal of Fortune." Again, TheAlledgerwel-
comes contributions from all couch pota-
toes for this feature. 
Also on page five, look for "Day 
Trippin' ," a mini-travel guide to great spots 
in and around Boston. Have a favorite vaca-
tion get-a-way, shopping discovery or cool 
tourist locale? Write it down and we'll run 
it. Throw in some ·pictures, too. 
"Frolic and Banter'' also includes space 
for cartoons, parodies, movie and record 
reviews, fiction, poetry,· wild photogra-
phy and anything else anybody can think 
of. Feel free to be creative and give the left 
half of your brain a workout. 
Moving on, let's not overlook a great 
tradition here at BC Law-sports. Page 6 
will feature coverage ofBCLS intramurals 
and recreation events. If you play a sport-
any sport-let us know. Or if you like 
writing about sports, we want to hear from 
you, too. 
Along with these features, The A/ledger 
plans to bring you continuous coverage of 
events and happenings at BCLS. Members of 
campus organizations can submit press re-
leases, schedules, event coverage and photo-
graphs in The A/ledger box. Our motto is, ''If 
you write 'em, we'll publish them." 
So this brings us to the end of the first 
editorial ofAlledger '91- '92. I thank those 
of you who have stuck with this rather 
long-winded and totally self-serving col-
umn to its conclusion, and I hope to see all 
of you out manning the barricades this 
weekend. 
hope he'll allow (this office) to spend 
more time with students, which is one of 
our goals." 
On Sept, 14, the placement center will 
host the second annual Job Fair at the BC 
Law campus. Fifty alumni will participate 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., offering in-
formational interviews and advice. · 
The staff also suggests students take 
advantage of the network of more than 
1,000'BC Law grads who have agreed to 
address employment issues. Again, the 
staff cautions that these interviews are 
informational only. 
. "You don't need to have your own 
contacts to start networking," Mallach 
said. "You can start to develop them here 
at schopl." 
However, Mallach stressed students 
should use every possible human resource 
to help them land a job this year. 
As usually, French and Mallach will 
meet privately with all interested students 
for resume planning. Mallach asks lLs to 
wait until after October to schedule ap-
pointments, noting they will still have 
plenty of time to plan their first summers. 
French also pointed out the staff wants to 
see all upper division students to discuss their 
career goals and resumes, not just those partici-
pating in fall on-campus recruitment. 
"We would encourage students to come 
in and meet with us whether they go 
through the on-campus process or not," 
she said. "We have a lot to offer those who 
want to go out there on their own. The fall 
is busy, but we always have time to see all 
students." 
Why?, from p. 2 
that matter) really have a clear idea of 
what practicing law is all about? 
The answers to these questions, of 
course, lie with each individual student. 
Most applicants to law school say they 
wish to enter the field because they want 
to help people; because they care about 
Justice and want to be a part of seeing it 
done fairly and equitably; because they 
want to help create a more just society; 
because they want to help the oppressed. 
Of course, it's unlikely that anyone would 
say on their applications that they want to 
go to law school because they hope to get 
rich; because they want an easy and de-
pendable track to the good life; because 
they are smart and capable and can't think 
of anything else to do; because if they 
don't become a lawyer like their Dad he 
will never speak to them again. Yet for 
how many are such reasons in fact very 
real? 
The truth for most of us is that there are 
probably a mixture of both "good" and 
''bad" reasons underlying our decision to 
attend law school. For the majority, the 
reasons given on their applications are 
probably not completely a load of bull. 
And despite a real desire to help people, to 
· serve them, there are also probably for 
most of us a few not-entirely-admirable 
and self-sacrificing reasons behind our 
career choice. We are, after all, human 
beings and very few human beings will 
ever get nominated for sainthood. 
Yet despite aspirations for saving the 
world, the majority of us will go to work 
for large corporate firms. Not that this is in 
and of itself unethical or even unworthy of 
admiration. There is obviously a need for 
such lawyers or they would not be hired in 
such great numbers. And not all the work 
involves finding tax loopholes for Exxon 
or boosting the rich and screwing the poor. 
But for how many does such work really 
satisfy the aspirations espoused on their 
Law School applications? 
It is a fact that most of us will be 
saddled with enormous debts by the time 
we graduate. We will have a very real 
need to make money. Large corporate 
firms are where the big money is. And 
over the last decade there has become less 
and less money and fewer and fewer op-
portunities available for those wishing to 
work in Public Interest. Budgets have 
been slashed almost to the point of non-
existence. Yet there are still opportunities 
for those committed, creative, and brave 
individuals willing to seek them out. And 
because of the budget cuts there is more 
need than ever for good people. There are 
organizations such as the Public Interest 
. Law Foundation (PILF) helping to find 
such opportunities and supplying stipends 
to those wishing to get their feet wet in 
public interest during the summers. There 
are outstanding clinical course opportuni-
ties such as the Chinatown Program and 
BCLS's Legal Assistance Bureau in 
Waltham. Not that such work is right for 
everyone. The big money is not there and 
the matters dealt with may not excite 
everyone's interest. Yet every . student 
should consider whether the corporate 
track will really satisfy them-will really 
provide them with an exciting and mean-
ingful career. It is a weary cliche but 
maybe, for some, money isn't everything. 
· Yes, there are probably more lawyers 
now than any society could ever truly need. 
And, no, not all of us are so special that our 
added numbers are going to raise the legal 
profession to new heights of glory and 
forever change the way lawyers are per-
ceived. Yet to say that we are not needed, 
they we would serve society better by doing 
something else, is not a necessary truth. 
Welcome to Law School. The bc!ll is in 
your court. 
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BCLS SPORTS _. _ 
BC Law Hockey 
Takes the Ice 
The Boston College Law School ice 
hockey team is now 'accepting new play-
ers for its upcoming season. Team Cap-
tain Jon Sachs hopes to recruit players, 
especially lLs, with some high school or 
college level ice hockey competition ex-
perience. 
Last s_eason, the team played home · 
games at Boston University's Walter 
Brown arena and away games at vari-
ous locations throughout the Boston 
area. BCLS Hockey competed against 
squads from Harvard Law School, BU 
Medical School, Sloan Business 
School, New England Law School, 
BU Law, Suffolk Law and the New 
·England School of Optometry. 
Sachs said the team hopes to receive 
some funding from BCLS to cover costs, 
but if not, players would be asked to spend 
only enough for a new jersey. 
Ice hockey is a great tradition at Bos-
ton area universities, and here's your 
chance to be a part of it. Remember, there 
may still be some slots open on the 1992 
U.S. Olympic ice hockey team. 
For more information, contact Jon 
Sachs at 923-8882 or Mark Owens at 
(508) 369-6831, or simply leave a mes-
sage in their 2L mailboxes. 
-By Doug Sachs 
Clubs, front p. 3 
The Federalist Society For Law & 
Public Policy Studies 
The Federalist Society is a national or-
ganization of conservative law students on 
more than 100 law school campuses. 
Founded in 1986, The Boston College Law 
School chapter was donnant until March 
1990, when students sought to balance the 
prevailing liberal atmosphere at BCLS. In-
terested students should contact 3Ls David 
Robinson and Robert Charbanneau. 
Boston College Law School 
Holocaust/Human Rights Research 
Project 
This organization sponsors an annual 
international conference on holocaust and 
human rights law. In past years, partici-
pants from Australia, Poland, Germany, 
Argentina and France have attended this 
world-respected conference. HHRRP can 
be reached at 552-8285 or through its 
student mailbox. 
The International Law Society 
Each year, the International Law Soci-
ety sponsors speakers, career panels, so-
cial events, conferences and language 
tables. The organization follows interna-
tional issues and puts them into legal per-
spective. The International Law Society is 
open to all students. 
The Jewish Law Students Association 
Each year, JLSA holds several activi-
ties and events to help raise awareness of 
Jewish issues and help Jewish law stu-
dents feel welcome. Last year, the group 
constructed a Succah in the school court-
yard. In addition, the group held several 
get-togethers and sponsored students in-
terested in participating in local, national 
and international Jewish events. 
Latino Law Students Association 
The Latino Law Students Association 
(LALSA) acts as a support group for its 
members, especially lLs, by sponsoring 
social functions and providing academic 
support. This past year, LALSA presented 
speakers on topics such as the empower-
ment of Latinos through the electoral pro-
cess, the "English Only" movement and 
its counterpart, the English Plus Coalition 
and Latino women an.d the law. 
National Association of Students 
Against Homelessness (NASAH) 
Foundation, NASAH was founded prima-
rily to enable law students and law firms to 
work together to benefit the homeless 
during the interview process program 
called Firm Commitment. Last year, 
NASAH held a dance party benefit, and 
members volunteered to at a soup kitchen 
in Waltham at least once a week. 
The National Lawyers Guild 
The National Lawyers Guild Chapter at 
Boston College Law School provides an outlet 
for law student activism and plays a strong role 
in keeping the law school community in-
formed of emerging trends in the American 
legal and political systems. For more informa-
tion, contact 2Ls Bill Hoch and Richard Peck. 
Non-Traditional Students Group 
This group meets weekly to discuss 
the problems and joys of being a "non-
traditional" law student. The newly formed 
group is open to students of all ages and 
hopes to continue providing support for 
those who may have been away from 
school for some time. For more informa-
tion, contact 2L Craig Nickerson. 
Phi Alpha Delta 
Phi Alpha Delta is a law fraternity 
A division of the Public Interest Law , 
BANG YOUR HEAD-Rµgby combines ~he speed and skill of soccer with 
the bone-crunching action of football. Work off tfiat Law Scho_ol anxiety by 
joining the BCLS squad. Contact 3L Scott Toomey. 
dedicated to service to the student, the law 
school, the profession and the commu-
nity. Members of the BCLS Kenealy Chap-
ter of PAD produce the annual student 
telephone directory, serve as student read-
ers on the Admissions Committee, pro-
vide speakers to the law school commu-
nity and conduct several other academic 
and social activities. For for more infor-
mation, contact 2L Christian Scholin. 
Public Interest Law Foundation 
(PiLF) 
PiLF is a student organization which 
provides support for public interest law 
within BCLS and the law school commu-
nity. Two of PiLF's major functions in-
clude the Summer Stipend Program and 
the William Willier Debt Relief Program. 
Both projects provide financial assistance 
to students wishing to work in the public 
interest. 
The Saint Thomas More Society 
This organization helps students 
incorporate spirituality into their law 
studies. Although most members of 
the Society are Catholic, members 0f 
all denominations are welcome. The 
Society has established a Sunday 
evening Mass primarily for law stu-
dents on the Newton campus. The 
group also sponsors a variety of reli-
gious· and volunteer activities. 
Veteran Affairs Society of Boston 
College Law School 
This group consists of personnel and 
veterans of the Armed Forces. The pur-
pose of this society is to articulate the 
special legal needs of veterans atBCLS, to 
review and respond to legislative and ad-
ministrative programs affecting veterans 
and to _provide volunteers for the Veterans 
Legal Services project. For more informa-
tion, contact 2L Sean Mullaney. 
Women's Law Center 
Each year, the Women's LAW Law 
· Center sponsors a Women Faculty-Stu-
dent Reception, brown bag luncheon dis-
cussions, pot-luck dinners and other op-
portunities to network with 2Ls, 3Ls, fac-
ulty and alumnae. Last year, the center 
sponsored a first-ever Gender Bias Con-
ference on the BCLS campus. Colorado 
Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder was 





IN D.C 842-4335 
LERNER LAW BOOK CO., INC. 111 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N.W. 20001 TIA 
DISCOUNT LAW BOOKS 
Why pay full price and wait in long lines. 
( 
CALL NOW FOR THE LOWEST PRICES 
IN THE COUNTRY-- 1800 253-1594 
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